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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


ON LOCKDOWN 


UT football facing 


Police, firefighters seek 


to cope with virus, B1 


Hard choices for retail 
even as markets rise, B7 


spring shutdown, C1 


Congress Avenue is devoid of its usual heavy traffic in this photo taken around 11:30 a.m. Tuesday amid Austin’s coronavirus shutdown. [JAY 


JANNER/AMERICAN-STATESMAN] 


Trump 
pushes for 
economic 
aid package 


Senators say stimulus 
and direct payments 
could approach $1 trillion 


By Lisa Mascaro 
and Zeke Miller 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — In 
a massive federal effort 
Tuesday, President Donald 
Trump asked Congress to 
speed emergency checks to 
Americans, enlisted the mili- 
tary for MASH-like hospitals 
and implored ordinary people 
— particularly socially active 
millennials — to do their part 
by staying home to stop the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

His proposed economic 
package alone could approach 


See CONGRESS, A6 


Run on supermarkets continues 


Despite calls for calm, 
shoppers empty 
shelves of staples — 
and toilet paper 


By Asher Price, 

Madlin Mekelburg 

and Lara Korte 
aprice@statesman.com 
mmekelburg@statesman.com 
lkorte@statesman.com 


Four days after Austin 
officials announced the 
city’s first known corona- 
virus cases, toilet paper, 
hand sanitizer, dried noo- 
dles, bottled water, crushed 
tomatoes and other canned 
goods continued to fly off 
supermarket shelves. 

The morning after 
President Donald Trump 
warned Americans that 
they should expect to 
stay isolated through 
the summer to stymie 
the spread of the dis- 
ease, Austinites lined up 
Tuesday outside super- 
markets before doors 


Empty shelves devoid of paper towels hold a six-pack of 
Corona beer at a Walmart on U.S. 290 in Southwest Austin on 
Monday. [JAY JANNER/AMERICAN-STATESMAN] 


opened to hunt for staples. 

At an H-E-B on South 
Congress Avenue, custom- 
ers queued Tuesday around 
the store ahead ofits 8 a.m. 
opening. Store manag- 
ers allowed customers to 


See STORES, AQ 


PolitiFact: CDC can’t detain 
people for having fever, A2 
Williamson schools to offer 
meals during closures, B1 
Governor weighs voting 
options amid virus con- 
cerns, B1 

Movie theaters close 
nationwide, B7 


Austin bans 
gatherings 
of 10 or 
more 


Bars, restaurant dining 
rooms closed amid 
spread of coronavirus 


By Philip Jankowski 
pjankowski@statesman.com 


In a move that will further 
the economic turmoil trig- 
gered by the new coronavirus, 
all of Travis County’s bars and 
restaurant dining rooms were 
ordered closed Tuesday as 
restrictions tightened to prevent 
the spread of the COVID-19. 

Mayor Steve Adler and 
Travis County Judge Sarah 
Eckhardt signed twin orders 
enacting the restrictions that 
also will prohibit gatherings 
of 10 or more people, making 
Austin one of the first Texas 
cities to adopt recommen- 
dations made by President 


See AUSTIN, A5 


UT asks 
students 
not to 
come back 


Amid pandemic, online 
classes only for the rest 
of the semester 


By Lara Korte 
lkorte@statesman.com 


In the latest step to combat 
the spread of the new corona- 
virus, the University of Texas 
on Tuesday asked all students 
not to return to campus after 
spring break. 

Starting March 30, all 
spring semester classes will 
be conducted online. 

Emergency housing will 
be available for students on 
a case-by-case basis, the 
school said, but residents 
who are currently on campus 
should move out immediately. 


See UT, A8 
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STAY IN 
& STITCH! 


If you are finding yourself spending more time at home these days, now is the perfect 
time for you (or the kids) to pick up a calming new hobby. We have great deals on 
smaller machines available to ship straight to your front door. Put that free time to work! 
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